Lessons for April 2017

April 8-9

Palm Sunday

FIRST READING:

Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary
with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my
back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my
face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my
adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
All of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up.

SECOND READING:

Philippians 2:5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of
a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and
became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.Therefore God also highly exalted
him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

April 13

Maundy Thursday

FIRST READING:

Exodus 12:1-4,11-14

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of
Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each
household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.
This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your
hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land
of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings
and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a
sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no
plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance
for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall
observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

SECOND READING:

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when
he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is
my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also,
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

April 14 Good Friday
FIRST READING:

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high. Just as there
were many who were astonished at him—so marred was his appearance, beyond human
semblance, and his form beyond that of mortals— so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut
their mouths because of him; for that which had not been told them they shall see, and that which
they had not heard they shall contemplate.
Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? For
he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or
majesty that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was
despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from
whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account.
Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck
down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our
iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on
him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did
not open his mouth. By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his
future? For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people.
They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no
violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. When you make his life an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him the will of the Lord shall
prosper. Out of his anguish he shall see light; he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The
righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore
I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he
poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of
many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

April 15

Easter Vigil, Saturday

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-2:4a
1In

(Mary Lou Anderson)

the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good;
and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
6And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from
the waters." 7So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the
waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was
evening and there was morning, the second day.
9And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry
land appear." And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11Then God said, "Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed
in it." And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there
was evening and there was morning, the third day.
14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and
let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of
the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. 16God made the two great lights — the greater
light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night — and the stars. 17God set them in the
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and
there was morning, the fourth day.
20And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth across the dome of the sky." 21So God created the great sea monsters and every living
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every
kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." 23And there was evening and there was
morning, the fifth day.
24And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things
and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so. 25God made the wild animals of the
earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of
every kind. And God saw that it was good.
26Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."
27So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female
he created them. 28God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and
over every living thing that moves upon the earth." 29God said, "See, I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall
have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green

plant for food." And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
2: 1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 2By the seventh day God
had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. 3And
God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating
that he had done. 4This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

SECOND READING:

Exodus 14:10-31, 15:20-21

(Christian Reimer)

10As

Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on
them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. 11They said to Moses, "Was it because there
were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you
done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us alone
and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to
die in the wilderness." 13But Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the
deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today
you shall never see again. 14The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still."
15Then

the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. 16But
you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may
go into the sea on dry ground. 17Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go
in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and
his chariot drivers. 18And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory
for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers."
19The

angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the
pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. 20It came between the
army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up
the night; one did not come near the other all night.
21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. 22The Israelites went
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
23The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and
chariot drivers. 24At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon
the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged their chariot wheels so
that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is
fighting for them against Egypt."
26Then

the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." 27So Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before
it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and
the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them
remained. 29But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for
them on their right and on their left.
30Thus

the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on
the seashore. 31Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people
feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.
20Then

the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went
out after her with tambourines and with dancing. 21And Miriam sang to them:
"Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea."

THIRD READING: Ezekiel 36:24-28
24I

(Janice Joos)

will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your
own land. 25I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26A new heart I will give you, and a new
spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a
heart of flesh. 27I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to
observe my ordinances. 28Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you
shall be my people, and I will be your God.

FOURTH READING: Daniel 3: 1-29
1King

(Ron Minto)

Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and whose width was
six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2Then King
Nebuchadnezzar sent for the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the
treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, to assemble and come
to the dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3So the satraps, the prefects,
and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials
of the provinces, assembled for the dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
When they were standing before the statue that Nebuchadnezzar had set up, 4the herald
proclaimed aloud, "You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5that when you hear
the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you are to fall
down and worship the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6Whoever does not fall
down and worship shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire." 7Therefore, as soon
as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical
ensemble, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden statue that
King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
8Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the Jews. 9They said to
King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever! 10You, O king, have made a decree, that everyone
who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, shall
fall down and worship the golden statue, 11and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be
thrown into a furnace of blazing fire. 12There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the
affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These pay no heed to you,
O king. They do not serve your gods and they do not worship the golden statue that you have set
up."
13Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be
brought in; so they brought those men before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it true,
O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and you do not worship the
golden statue that I have set up? 15Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn,
pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble to fall down and worship the statue
that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be thrown into
a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god that will deliver you out of my hands?"
16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to
present a defense to you in this matter. 17If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the
furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. 18But if not, be it known to
you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you
have set up."
19Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his
face was distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times more than was customary, 20and
ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and
to throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21So the men were bound, still wearing their tunics,
their trousers, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of
blazing fire. 22Because the king's command was urgent and the furnace was so overheated, the
raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23But the three men,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of blazing fire.
24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his counselors, "Was
it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?" They answered the king, "True, O king." 25He
replied, "But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not hurt; and

the fourth has the appearance of a god." 26Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the
furnace of blazing fire and said, "Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High
God, come out! Come here!" So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27And
the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king's counselors gathered together and saw that
the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of their heads was not
singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire came from them.
28Nebuchadnezzar said, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent
his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king's command and
yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 29Therefore I
make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that utters blasphemy against the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins; for
there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way."

April 16

Easter Sunday

FIRST READING:

Acts 10:34-43

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message
he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of
the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

SECOND READING:

Colossians 3:1-4

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed,
then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

April 22 - 23 Easter 2
FIRST READING:

Acts 2:14a, 22-32

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.
“You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by
God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you
yourselves know— this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God
raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its
power. For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right
hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover
my flesh will live in hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One
experience corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of
gladness with your presence.’ “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a
prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his
descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,
‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ This Jesus God raised
up, and of that all of us are witnesses.

SECOND READING:

1 Peter 1:3-9

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

April 29 - 30 Easter 3
FIRST READING:

Acts 2:14a, 36-41

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Therefore let the entire
house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus
whom you crucified.”
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles,
“Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom
the Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them,
saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

SECOND READING:

1 Peter 1:17-23

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in
reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile
ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the
foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you
have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith
and hope are set on God. Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so
that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born
anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.

