LESSONS FOR DECEMBER 2017 (Year B)

December 2-3 (Advent 1)
First Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9
1O

that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your
presence— 2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to make your name known
to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 3When you did awesome deeds
that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 4From ages past no one
has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for
him. 5You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry,
and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 6We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind,
take us away. 7There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have
hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, O Lord, you are our
Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Do not be exceedingly
angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
3Grace
4I

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ
Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as
the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift
as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

December 9-10 (Advent 2)
First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11
1Comfort,

O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
3A

voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway
for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground
shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all
people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
6A

voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the
flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely
the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. 9Get
you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem,
herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10See, the Lord
God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.
11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.

Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a
8Do

not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand
years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient
with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like
a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with
fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.
11Since

all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives
of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the
heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his
promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.
14Therefore,

beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without
spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.

December 16-17 (Advent 3)
First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good
news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the
prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all
who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of
gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they
shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many
generations.
8For

I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom
the Lord has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
16Rejoice

always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets, 21but test
everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil.
23May

the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept
sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will
do this.

December 23-24 (Advent 4)
First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
1Now

when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around
him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God
stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.”
4But

that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the
Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought
up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle.
7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the
tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built
me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts:
I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been
with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel
and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers
shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I
will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a
house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be
established forever.

Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27
25Now

to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and
through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal
God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the
glory forever! Amen.

December 30-31 (Christmas 1)
First Reading: Isaiah 61:10-62:3
10I

will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the
garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself
with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and
as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to
spring up before all the nations.
62:1For

Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines
out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 2The nations shall see your vindication, and all
the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 3You
shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Second Reading: Galatians 4:4-7
4When

the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5in order to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because you
are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no
longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

