Lessons for JUNE 2018 (Year B)
June 2-3 (Pentecost 2)
First Reading:

Deuteronomy 5:12-15

12Observe

the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded
you.
days you shall labor and do all your work. 14But the seventh day is a sabbath to
the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, or your son or your daughter, or your
male or female slave, or your ox or your donkey, or any of your livestock, or the resident
alien in your towns, so that your male and female slave may rest as well as
you. 15Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God
brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm; therefore
the LORD your God commanded you to keep the sabbath day.
13Six

Second Reading:
5We

2 Corinthians 4:5-12

do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as
your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”
who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ.
7But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. 8We are afflicted in every
way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that
the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 11For while we live, we are always
being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our
mortal flesh. 12So death is at work in us, but life in you.

June 9-10 (Pentecost 3)
First Reading:

Genesis 3:8-15

8[Adam

and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time
of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the LORD God among the trees of the garden.9But the LORDGod called to the man, and said
to him, “Where are you?” 10He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I
ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 14The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15I
will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will
strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”

Second Reading:

2 Corinthians 4:13- 5:1

13Just

as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—”I
believed, and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the
one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into
his presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and
more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
16So

we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner
nature is being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us
for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can be
seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be
seen is eternal.
5:1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

June 16-17 (Pentecost 4)
First Reading:

Ezekiel 17:22-24

22Thus

says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel
I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble
cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged
creatures of every kind.24All the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD.
I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the
dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will accomplish it.

Second Reading:
6So

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17

we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the
body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what
has been done in the body, whether good or evil.
[11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves
are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 12We
are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about
us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in
the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for
you. ] 14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for
all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer
for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So
if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new!

June 23-24
First Reading:

Job 38:1-11

1The

LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 2“Who is this that darkens counsel by
words without knowledge? 3Gird up your loins like a man, I will question you, and you
shall declare to me.
4“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have
understanding. 5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched
the line upon it? 6On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone 7when the
morning stars sang together and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?
8“Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb?—9when I made
the clouds its garment, and thick darkness its swaddling band, 10and prescribed bounds
for it, and set bars and doors, 11and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here
shall your proud waves be stopped’?”
Second Reading:
1As

2 Corinthians 6:1-13

we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in
vain.
he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I
have helped you.”
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants
of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in
afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights,
hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine
love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the
right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are
treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and
see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as
poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
11We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. 12There is
no restriction in our affections, but only in yours. 13In return—I speak as to children—
open wide your hearts also.
2For

