Lessons for DECEMBER 2018 (Year C)
December 1-2 (Advent 1)
First Reading:

Jeremiah 33:14-16

14The

days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause
a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

Second Reading:
9How

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our
God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face
to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to
you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for
all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in
holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord
Jesus with all his saints.

December 8-9 (Advent 2)
First Reading:

Malachi 3:1-4

1See,

I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of
his coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.

Second Reading:
3I

Philippians 1:3-11

thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every
one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first
day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way
about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace
with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the
gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ
Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with
knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of
Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

December 15-16 (Advent 3)
First Reading:

Zephaniah 3:14-20

14Sing

aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!
15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall fear disaster no more.
16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak.
17The LORD, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing
18as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you,
so that you will not bear reproach for it.
19I will deal with all your oppressors
at that time.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
20At that time I will bring you home,
at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the LORD.

Second Reading:
4Rejoice

Philippians 4:4-7

in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.

December 22-23 (Advent 4)
First Reading:

Micah 5:2-5a

2But

you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from
you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from
ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor
has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.
4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the
name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the
ends of the earth; 5aand he shall be the one of peace.

Second Reading:
5Consequently,

Hebrews 10:5-10

when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings
you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me;6in burnt offerings and sin
offerings you have taken no pleasure.
7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
(in the scroll of the book
8
it is written of me).” When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure
in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered
according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes
the first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

December 29-30 (Christmas 1)
First Reading:

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

18Samuel

was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19His
mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went
up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his
wife, and say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she
made to the LORD”; and then they would return to their home.
26Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with
the LORD and with the people.

Second Reading:
12As

Colossians 3:12-17

God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has
a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so
you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word
or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.

