Lessons for MARCH 2019 (Year C)
March 2-3 (Transfiguration of Our Lord)
First Reading:

Exodus 34:29-35

29Moses

came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of
the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been
talking with God. 30When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining,
and they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of
the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32Afterward all the Israelites came
near, and he gave them in commandment all that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount
Sinai. 33When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; 34but whenever
Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and
when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35the Israelites would see
the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face
again, until he went in to speak with him.

Second Reading:
12Since,

2 Corinthians 3:12--4:2

then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, 13not like Moses, who put a veil over
his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside. 14But
their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant,
that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. 15Indeed, to this very day whenever
Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; 16but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is
removed. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And all
of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord,
the Spirit.
4:1Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose
heart. 2We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to
falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience
of everyone in the sight of God.

March 6 (Ash Wednesday)
First Reading:

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

1Blow

the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the
land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near— 2a day of darkness and gloom, a day of
clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army
comes; their like has never been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to come.
12Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and
with mourning; 13rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.
14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering
and a drink offering for the LORD, your God?
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16gather the people. Sanctify the
congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom
leave his room, and the bride her canopy.
17Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. Let them say,
“Spare your people, O LORD, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the nations.
Why should it be said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ”

Second Reading:
20bWe

2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10

entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2For he
says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in
anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge,
patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the
weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and
good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as
dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as
poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

March 9-10 (Lent 1)
First Reading:

Deuteronomy 26:1-11

1When

you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance to
possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the
ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it
in a basket and go to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3You
shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your
God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.” 4When the priest
takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the LORD your God, 5you shall
make this response before the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went
down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation,
mighty and populous. 6When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard
labor on us, 7we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our
affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and
an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; 9and he
brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10So now I
bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down
before the LORD your God and bow down before the LORD your God. 11Then you, together with the
Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD your
God has given to you and to your house.

Second Reading:
8b“The

Romans 10:8b-13

word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we
proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and
one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will
be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all
and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.”

March 16-17 (Lent 2)
First Reading:

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

1After

these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am
your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me,
for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You
have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of
the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your
heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to
count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and
the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.
7Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this
land to possess.” 8But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” 9He said to
him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a
turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half
over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11And when birds of prey came down on
the carcasses, Abram drove them away.
12As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness
descended upon him.
17When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed
between these pieces. 18On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”

Second Reading:
17Brothers

Philippians 3:17--4:1

and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example
you have in us. 18For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and
now I tell you even with tears. 19Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in
their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from
there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21He will transform the body of our
humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to
make all things subject to himself. 4:1Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my
joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

March 23-24 (Lent 3)
First Reading:

Isaiah 55:1-9

1Ho,

everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend your money for
that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat
what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that
you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4See, I
made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5See, you shall call
nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of
the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.
6Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 7let the wicked forsake their
way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on
them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor
are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Second Reading:
1I

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud,
and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all
ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual
rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of
them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.
6Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. 7Do
not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and
they rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twentythree thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were
destroyed by serpents. 10And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the
destroyer. 11These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to
instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 12So if you think you are standing, watch out
that you do not fall. 13No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful,
and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the
way out so that you may be able to endure it.

March 30-31 (4 Lent)
First Reading:

Joshua 5:9-12

9The

LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so that
place is called Gilgal to this day.
10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the
fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day after the passover, on that very day,
they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12The manna ceased on the
day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the
land of Canaan that year.

Second Reading:
16From

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once
knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become
new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting
their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.

