Lessons for SEPTEMBER 2019 (Year C)
August 31-September 1 (Pentecost 12)
First Reading:

Proverbs 25:6-7

6Do

not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great;
7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.

Second Reading:
1Let

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some
have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those who are in prison, as though you were
in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being
tortured. 4Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God
will judge fornicators and adulterers. 5Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content
with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 6So we can say with
confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?”
7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their
way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever. 15Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of
lips that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices
are pleasing to God.

.

September 7-8 (Pentecost 13)
First Reading:

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

15See,

I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the
commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORDyour
God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall
live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to
possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other
gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land
that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you
today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that
means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to
your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

Second Reading:

Philemon 1-21

1Paul,

a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier,
and to the church in your house:
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4When

I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your love for all
the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of your faith may become
effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy
and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through
you, my brother.
8For

this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet I would
rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a
prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become
during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you
and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so
that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I
preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and
not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you
might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.
17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he has
wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am writing this
with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20Yes,
brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your
obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.

September 14-15 (Pentecost 14)
First Reading:

Exodus 32:7-14

7The

LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of
Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded
them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and
said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said
to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath
may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.”
11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty
hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them
in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath;
change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,
your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your
descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster
that he planned to bring on his people.

Second Reading:
12I

1 Timothy 1:12-17

am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful
and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man
of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our
Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and
worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the
foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ
might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in
him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory
forever and ever. Amen.

September 21-22 (Pentecost 15)
First Reading:

Amos 8:4-7

4Hear

this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 5saying, “When
will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for
sale? We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and practice deceit with false balances,
6buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the
wheat.”
7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.

Second Reading:
1First

1 Timothy 2:1-7

of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for
everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who
desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God; there
is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave himself a
ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the
truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

September 28-29 (Pentecost 16)
First Reading:
1aAlas

Amos 6:1a, 4-7

for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria,

4Alas

for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their couches, and eat lambs from the flock,
and calves from the stall; 5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, and like David improvise on
instruments of music; 6who drink wine from bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but
are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the
revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

Second Reading:
6Of

1 Timothy 6:6-19

course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we brought nothing
into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and clothing, we will be
content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money is
a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith
and pierced themselves with many pains.
11But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance,
gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called
and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13In the presence of
God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made
the good confession, I charge you 14to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 16It is he alone who has immortality
and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and
eternal dominion. Amen.
17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our
enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 19thus
storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold
of the life that really is life.

