Lessons for MARCH 2020 (Year A)
March 7-8 (Lent 2)
First Reading:

Genesis 12:1-4a

1The

Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land
that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great,
so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse;
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
4aSo Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.

Second Reading:
1What

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham
was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the scripture
say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4Now to one who works,
wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who
justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.
13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is
there violation.
16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to
all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham
(for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist.

March 14-15 (Lent 3)
First Reading:

Exodus 17:1-7

1From

the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as
the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The
people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you
quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3But the people thirsted there for water; and the people
complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and
livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost
ready to stone me.” 5The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of
Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing
there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people
may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah,
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

Second Reading:
1Since

Romans 5:1-11

we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom
we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of
God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been
given to us.
6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone
die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But
God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9Much more surely then,
now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10For
if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely,
having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

March 21-22 (Lent 4)
First Reading:

1 Samuel 16:1-13

1The

Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have
provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill
me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I
name to you.” 4Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city
came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to
sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and
his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before
the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature,
because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before
Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he
said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and
Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons
here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to
Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in.
Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for
this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to
Ramah.

Second Reading:
8Once

Ephesians 5:8-14

you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the fruit of
the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the
Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful
even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ
will shine on you.”

March 28-29 (Lent 5)
First Reading:

Ezekiel 37:1-14

1The

hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered,
“O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones,
hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and
you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin,
and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”
7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling,
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the
Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will
bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves,
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live,
and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says
the Lord.”

Second Reading:
6To

Romans 8:6-11

set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through
his Spirit that dwells in you.

